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see Japan possessors of Manchuria and the more distant
future masters of China. Brinkley was so Japanophile
that I then inclined to ^believe he exaggerated. I fully
believe him now.

The following passage from the late Prince Ito's testa-
mentary instruction to his son, Baron Bunkichi Ito, most
clearly defines the authoritative view: *

Whether Constitutional Government may work well or not in
China, whether she may be preserved or divided, Japan's voice
must be first heard and most respected in all matters of the Chinese
Empire. No nation will deny this fact. But it is Japan's duty to
safeguard not only China but all Oriental nations, including Korea
and Manchuria. The domination of the Sea of Japan, of the China
Sea and of the Pacific Ocean, is a matter of the most vital importance
for our own protection.

After a careful study of Japan's foreign policy I have
come to the deliberate conclusion that Japan aims
politically at a guardianship of China, at an active
leadership of Asiatic peoples, and at the maritime control
of the Pacific Ocean. And I am further quite convinced
that if the necessity arises she will not hesitate to fight
to obtain those advantages.

The verbose talk and the multitudinous promises of
maintaining the integrity of China and the status quo in
the Far East mean nothing. They are not altogether
intended as lies. A Japanese has by instinct an intense
dislike to saying anything which he thinks will be dis-
agreeable to the person with whom he is conversing. He
is inclined to make rash promises, which to him are not
rash nor promises, because he has no intention of keeping
them. To him they are merely polite interludes in
conversation.

The history of Japanese policy in Korea, Manchuria
and China is eloquent proof of the same primitive state
of mentality amongst her statesmen. As Mr. Ozaki,
an ex-Minister of State and a leading politician, and also
a highly respected citizen, has said : " Deceit may be par-
doned in proportion to the benefits it confers." Viscount
1 Prince I to, by K. Nakamura, 1910.